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THE VERDICT

Allof the pre- and post-poll analysis that predicted a fractured mandatevas proved wrong
when theverdict wasdeclared after a monthlong polling exerciseln the 543-member Lok
Sabha(lower house) of the Parliamenthe incumbent United Progressive Alliance (URkd
by Indian National CongresJongres$, came back to power with @massive mandate of a
whopping262 seats. This was the biggest election victory in the past two decades.

Support for the UPA Government in Lok Sabha

Total number of seats 543
RIS Seats required for absolut
UPA, 265 L q orahsolute 272

majority

Seatswon by UPA 265

Supporting parties
SP 23
BSP 21
Independents 4
RID 4

Total support for UPA 322

Six days after the verdict oMay 20, the UPAarmed with the support of 322members of
parliament (MPs) including the Samajwadi Party (SP), the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), swore in Dr. Manmohan Singh asghme minister. With
this, Singh became the thirgorime minister, after Jawaharlal Nehru irthe 1950s and Indira
Gandhi inthe 1970s, to have come back to power immediately after a fiwgear term.

The Congress, which has emerged reasonably stronger after the elections, is confident that
it will now be in a posithn to dictate its agenda
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Before the first session of the Parliament scheduled afune 1, the prime minister
completed the task of forming thebiggest council of ministeréthe country has ever had
consisting of 79 members including several veteranas well as a number of youngy faces.
Most of the ministers are 5060 years old,while five of the ministers are in their 30s and a
dozenare in their 40s. With this, the average age of the Union Cabinet is now, @®wn from
66 oneyear ago.

The phenomenonof youth in the parliament

The results of these elections p
toward youth being elected into the Parliament. Eightyo
Parliamentarians below the age of 40 were elected, twice as many as in
the last election. Rahul @ndhi led the youth brigade effectively. His role
in mobilising the youth power; his efforts at rejuvenating the Congress in
Uttar Pradesh, Il ndi ads | argest s
virtually ceased to exist; and his defence of Dr Singh as tharfy's prime
mi ni sterial candidate against th
contributions to the partyds vic

Keeping in line, the UPA government duly rewarded many young
Parliamentarians by offering them berths in the government as minisse
Though Rahul refused to join the government, he is quite clearly being
prepared to take on the important role of prime minister in the nso-
distant future.



THE NEW CABINET
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While eight of the 27 cabinet ministers retained their portfoliosDr. Singh sprang quite a few
surpriseswith someshuffling of the pack.

Formation of Cabinet: Introduction & Shuffling

Finance

Home

Defence
Commerce
Foreign

Agriculture

Information &
Broadcasting

Communication& IT
Health
Education

Power

Road, Transport &
Highway

Urban Development

Environment& Forest

P Chidambaram/
Pranab Mukherjee *

Shivraj Patil/
P Chidambaram* *

AK Anthony

Kamal Nath

Pranab Mukherjee
Sharad Pawar
Priyaranjan Dasmunshi
A Raja

Dr. Ambumani Ramdoss
Arjun Singh

Sushil Kr Shinde

TR Balu

S Jaipal Reddy

S Regupathi (MoS)

Pranab Mukherjee

P Chidambaram

No change
Anand Sharma
SM Krishna

No change
Ambika Soni

No change
Ghulam Nabi Azad
Kapil Sibal

No change

Kamal Nath

No change

Jairam Ramesh

* Additional charge after P Chidambaram was moved to Home Ministry post 11/28/08 Mumbai attacks
** Moved to Home ministry to strengthen national security post 11/28/08
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THE AGENDA

Soonafterhewasf or mal | y el ect ed arsnemihiserialcandidate®s s par t
Manmohan Singhannouncedthat the governmentwill givetop priority to sustain high

economic growth The ministerswill be given timebound targets for implementing the

election promises and programmesvith quarterly revievs for each ministry.

O0Our first pri or-éndrgizegoveininentemdv e t o be
improve governance. Equally important is the challenge @viving
economic growth and creatig new employment opportunitie®

A Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh

Reflecting the same enthusiasm and urgenchis colleagues handlinghe ministries of
finance, commerce,telecom, petroleum, surface transport, steel and corporate affairs have
all come out withtheir immediate agenda withsignificant intent of reform.



