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THE VERDICT 
 

All of the pre- and post-poll analysis that predicted a fractured mandate was proved wrong 

when the verdict was declared after a month-long polling exercise. In the 543-member Lok 

Sabha (lower house) of the Parliament, the incumbent United Progressive Alliance (UPA), led 

by Indian National Congress (Congress), came back to power with a òmassive mandateó of a 

whopping 262 seats. This was the biggest election victory in the past two decades. 

 

Six days after the verdict on May 20, the UPA, armed with the support of 322 members of 

parliament (MPs), including the Samajwadi Party (SP), the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and 

the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), swore in Dr. Manmohan Singh as the prime minister. With 

this, Singh became the third prime minister, after Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950s and Indira 

Gandhi in the 1970s, to have come back to power immediately after a five-year term. 

 

The Congress, which has emerged reasonably stronger after the elections, is confident that 

it will now be in a position to dictate its agenda.  
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Before the first session of the Parliament scheduled on June 1, the prime minister 

completed the task of forming the òbiggest council of ministersó the country has ever had, 

consisting of 79 members, including several veterans as well as a number of younger faces. 

Most of the ministers are 50-60 years old, while five of the ministers are in their 30s and a 

dozen are in their 40s. With this, the average age of the Union Cabinet is now 63, down from 

66 one year ago. 

 

  

The phenomenon of youth in the parliament 

The results of these elections prove the electorateõs strong preference 

toward youth being elected into the Parliament. Eighty-two 

Parliamentarians below the age of 40 were elected, twice as many as in 

the last election. Rahul Gandhi led the youth brigade effectively. His role 

in mobilising the youth power; his efforts at rejuvenating the Congress in 

Uttar Pradesh, Indiaõs largest state, where the party machinery had 

virtually ceased to exist; and his defence of Dr Singh as the party's prime 

ministerial candidate against the oppositionõs onslaught were seen as his 

contributions to the partyõs victory.  

Keeping in line, the UPA government duly rewarded many young 

Parliamentarians by offering them berths in the government as ministers. 

Though Rahul refused to join the government, he is quite clearly being 

prepared to take on the important role of prime minister in the not-so-

distant future.  
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THE NEW CABINET 

 

While eight of the 27 cabinet ministers retained their portfolios, Dr. Singh sprang quite a few 

surprises with some shuffling of the pack.  
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THE AGENDA 

 

Soon after he was formally elected as the Congress partyõs prime ministerial candidate, Dr. 

Manmohan Singh announced that the government will give top priority to sustain high 

economic growth. The ministers will be given time-bound targets for implementing the 

election promises and programmes with quarterly reviews for each ministry.  

 

 

òOur first priority will have to be to re-energize government and 

improve governance. Equally important is the challenge of reviving 

economic growth and creating new employment opportunities.ó  

 

ñPrime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 

 

 

 

Reflecting the same enthusiasm and urgency, his colleagues handling the ministries of 

finance, commerce, telecom, petroleum, surface transport, steel and corporate affairs have 

all come out with their immediate agenda with significant intent of reform.  


